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Brief Biographies of Participants 

 
Urban Ahlin was appointed Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
Swedish Parliament in 2002 after serving on the Committee since 1995. He is also a 
member of the Advisory Council on Foreign Affairs of Sweden and of the War 
Delegation of the Parliament of Sweden. He was elected Chairman of the Social 
Democratic Party's local organization in Mariestad in 1991, and served in that capacity 
until 1999 when he became the Deputy Secretary General of the Social Democratic Party. 
Mr. Ahlin became a member of the Swedish Parliament in 1994. That same year, he 
became a member of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, and in 2000 he became 
Chairman of the Socialist Group of the Assembly. He has a Master of Science degree 
from the University of Karlstad. 
 
Eric Alterman is Professor of English at Brooklyn College of the City University of 
New York, media columnist for The Nation, the “Altercation” weblogger for 
MSNBC.com, and a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress, where he writes 
and edits the “Think Again” column. Mr. Alterman is the author of many national 
bestsellers. His newest book is When Presidents Lie: A History of Deception and its 
Consequences, (September, 2004). His Sound & Fury: The Making of the Punditocracy 
(1992, 2000), won the 1992 George Orwell Award and his It Ain't No Sin to be Glad 
You're Alive: The Promise of Bruce Springsteen (1999, 2001), won the 1999 Stephen 
Crane Literary Award. A Senior Fellow of the World Policy Institute at New School 
University, and former Adjunct Professor of Journalism at NYU and Columbia, Alterman 
received his B.A. in History and Government from Cornell, his M.A. in International 
Relations from Yale, and his Ph.D. in US History from Stanford. 
 
Maurits Berger is a Senior Fellow at the Netherlands Institute of International Relations, 
in Clingendael.  Before joining NIIR-Clingendael in 2003, he worked as an attorney in 
Amsterdam.  Through various engagements and during his work as a researcher in the 
region of the Middle East, Mr. Berger has specialized in Islamic law, Middle East 
Politics, Islam in Europe, Islam and democracy, as well as US, EU policy vis-à-vis the 
Arab world.  He wrote his PhD thesis on “Public policy and contemporary Egyptian 
family law.” Mr. Berger is the author of many articles including: “Regulating tolerance: 
protecting Egypt's minorities”, “Apostasy and public policy in contemporary Egypt: An 
evaluation of recent cases of Egypt's highest courts,” and “Legal Pluralism in the Arab 
World.” He holds a LLM degree in law and an MA in Arabic Studies from the University 
of Utrecht. 
 
Marcin Bosacki is the head of the international desk for “Gazeta Wyborcza,” created on 
the eve of the parliamentary elections in 1989 and the first independent newspaper in 
Poland.  Mr. Bosacki started his career with "Gazeta Wyborcza" in 1991, first as a 
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journalist then editor of Poznan metro section. From 1992 to 1993 he was the managing 
editor of the Poznan office and in 1993 he began working as an editor for the national and 
international desks of the national editorial office in Warsaw. Between 1986 and 1989 he 
was an editor of underground student bulletins in Poznan and an activist of SKOS 
(Student Social Resistance Centres) and NZS (Independent Student Association). In 1994 
he received an award from the Polish Journalists' Association for his story "Panstwo 
Elektromis.” He is also an author of "Podziemie w Cegielskim 1981-1989.” Mr.Bosacki 
graduated from the Faculty of History of Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan and in 
the fall of 1991 he received a Fellowship from Rutgers University. 
 
Norbert Both has served as the speechwriter to the Netherlands Minister of Foreign 
Affairs since 2003. He joined the Dutch diplomatic service in 1998, and was posted in 
Berlin, where he worked at the German Foreign Ministry as an exchange diplomat. Mr. 
Both is interested in varied aspects of international relations and is frequently consulted 
by international journalists and academics for his views on developments in the 
Netherlands and Europe with regard to integration and other contemporary topics.  
Previously, he worked and studied in the United Kingdom, where he earned a Master’s 
degree with distinction in International Studies and a PhD in politics from the University 
of Sheffield. Mr. Both is the co-author of “Srebrenica. Record of a War Crime”.  He was 
born in Malawi, and has studied and lived in the Netherlands, France, Germany and the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Josef Braml is a Researcher at the German Institute for International and Security 
Affairs (Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik SWP).  Prior to that, Dr. Braml was a Project 
Leader at the Congressional Staffers Program at the Aspen Institute in Berlin. He was 
also a Visiting Scholar at the German-American Center and a consultant at the World 
Bank.  Between 1998 and 1999, Dr. Braml was a Guest Scholar at the Brookings 
Institution and, prior to that a Congressional Fellow working in the legislative staff of the 
U.S. House of Representatives.  His area of expertise is domestic determinants of U.S. 
foreign policy.  Dr. Braml has written among other subjects on the domestic debate on 
security versus civil liberties in the U.S. and its implications for international relations; 
religious and ideological roots of current U.S. views on domestic and world order; 
reorganization of homeland security and its impact on domestic and foreign policy. He 
holds a Ph.D. degree from the University of Passau. 
 
Esther Brimmer is Deputy Director and Director of Research at the Center for 
Transatlantic Relations at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies at 
The Johns Hopkins University.  From 1999-2001 she was a Member of the Office of 
Policy Planning at the U.S. Department of State.  She also served as a Senior Associate at 
the Carnegie Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict and as a Special Assistant to the 
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs.  She has worked for the Democratic Study 
Group in the U.S. House of Representatives and for the management consultancy firm 
McKinsey & Company.  She wrote a monograph on “The United States, the European 
Union and International Human Rights Issues” as well as other articles and book chapters 
on international security issues. She was the editor for four of the Center’s edited 
volumes, Transforming Homeland Security: U.S. and Domestic European Approaches; 
The Strategic Implications of European Union Enlargement; The EU’s Search for a 
Strategic Role:  ESDP and Its Implications for Transatlantic Relations; and The 
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European Union Constitutional Treaty: A Guide for Americans.  She received her D.Phil. 
(Ph.D.) and master's degrees in international relations from the University of Oxford. 
 
William Burns is Deputy Chief of Staff to Illinois Senate President Emil Jones Jr.  In 
that capacity, he develops and monitors legislation for the Senate Democratic Caucus on 
a host of issues and assists the Senate President in managing the legislative actions on the 
Senate floor and in committees.  Prior to working for Senate President Emil Jones, 
Mr.Burns was the vice president of program and field offices of the Chicago Urban 
League where he spearheaded the Chicago Urban League’s voting rights/redistricting 
efforts, managed the League’s day-to-day programmatic activities, and coordinated the 
League’s public policy initiatives. Mr. Burns attended the University of Chicago where 
he earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees.  In 2005, he was named one of America’s 
30 leaders of the future by Ebony Magazine and in 2001 he was named an American 
Marshall Memorial Fellow of the German Marshall Fund of the United States.  
 
Philipe Le Corre is an advisor to the French Minister of Defense. Until 2003, he worked 
as a journalist in Asia and then in London for various French, British, and American 
media companies.  Subsequently he worked as a Research Associate at the Weatherhead 
Center at Harvard University.  Mr. Le Corre is the author of many works on China, 
including Quand la Chine va au marché and an insightful observer of Tony Blair’s Great 
Britain. His most recent book is Tony Blair, les rendez-vous manquées. Mr. Le Corre is 
also a regular contributor on these subjects in the French and international press, such as 
TV5, RFI, BBC, and Wall Street Journal.  
 
Ignacio Cosido has served as Senator of Palencia in the VIII Spanish Legislature since 
April 2004 and is a member of Sub-Committee on equal participation of women and men 
in decision-making and the Committee on Economic Affairs and Development in the 
Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly.  Prior to that, he was the Chief of Cabinet, to 
the Director General of Civil Guard from May 1996 until April 2004.  Mr. Cosido has 
also served as Advisor to the Parliamentary Popular Group at the national Parliament in 
Defence and International Relationships, in which position he worked until May 1996.  In 
1988, he became a founding member of Strategic Studies Group (GEES).  Mr Cosido 
holds a degree in Politics and is a Doctor of Contemporary History.  He is also a lecturer 
of Defense Economics at the Gutierrez Mellado Institute and the author of many articles 
and two books: “The military service in the 90s” and “The expense in defense in Spain: 
1982-1992.” 
 
Michael Dino is a Senior Policy Advisor for Municipal Representation, Public Policy 
and Lobbying, and Appropriations in Denver, Colorado.  He works extensively with 
private sector clients who conduct business with government entities. Mr. Dino focuses 
on procurement and business development activities, networking and relationship 
building, and crisis management. As a former senior aide to Denver Mayor Wellington 
Webb, Mr. Dino monitored intergovernmental and political affairs, as well as 
transportation policy issues. Mr. Dino is also a political campaign expert having been a 
top executive or advisor in local, state and national campaigns. In 2004, he was the 
campaign chair for Denver’s mayor, John Hickenlooper. Mr. Dino is also the recipient of 
numerous awards, among which: “Top Eight Outstanding People in Denver,” “Top 40 
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People Under 40 Years of Age in Denver,” and “Top 25 Most Powerful People in 
Denver.”  He received an MBA from University of Colorado. 
 
Ivan Eland is Senior Fellow and Director of the Center on Peace & Liberty at The 
Independent Institute and Assistant Editor of The Independent Review. He has been 
Director of Defense Policy Studies at the Cato Institute and Principal Defense Analyst at 
the Congressional Budget Office. Dr. Eland has also testified on the military and 
financial aspects of NATO expansion before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
and CIA oversight before the House Government Reform Committee. Dr. Eland is the 
author of The Efficacy of Economic Sanctions as a Foreign Policy Tool, a contributor to 
numerous volumes, and the author of forty-five in-depth studies on national security 
issues. Dr. Eland’s popular writings have appeared in such publications as the Los 
Angeles Times, USA Today, San Diego Union-Tribune, and Washington Post. Dr. Eland 
is a graduate of Iowa State University and received an M.B.A. in applied economics and 
Ph.D. in national security policy from George Washington University.    
 
Oscar Elía Mañú is an analyst at Grupo de Estudios Estrategicos-GEES (Strategic 
Studies Group, Madrid) and a research fellow at the Instituto Empresa y Humanismo at 
the University of Navarra.  Since 2006, Mr. Elía has also served as a contributor to the 
Fundacion para el Analisis y los Estudios Sociales (FAES) in Madrid.  He is the author of 
numerous articles and a teacher of the History of Thought (Liceo Europa School).  Mr. 
Elía holds a graduate degree in Philosophy from the University of Navarra and a 
postgradudate degree in Peace, Security and Defense studies. 
 
Michael R. Enright serves as First Deputy Mayor to Baltimore Mayor Martin J. 
O'Malley. Mr. Enright has been the principal architect behind the creation of the CitiStat 
program, an internationally recognized, data-driven analytical approach to the 
management of municipal government. Prior to his tenure in the O'Malley 
Administration, Mr. Enright served as legislative director to United States Congressman 
Benjamin Cardin (D-MD). He also served as the Congressman's top advisor on trade, 
business, defense, environmental, and transportation issues. Between 1991 and 1998, Mr. 
Enright served as Maryland Attorney General J. Joseph Curran's executive assistant. He 
has also worked as a newspaper reporter and freelancer for several Maryland newspapers, 
including the Baltimore Sun and a wire service syndicated by the New York Times. Mr. 
Enright received his Master's Degree in Public Administration from Harvard University's 
Kennedy School of Government. 
 
Markus Guenther is the Washington Bureau Chief of the Westdeutsche Allgemeine 
Zeitung (WAZ), the biggest regional newspaper in Germany and also reports for its 
partner newspapers, such as the Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger and Stuttgarter Nachrichten. He 
covers the White House and American politics. His first assignment for WAZ was in 
1995 as Brussels Bureau chief, covering mainly the European Union and NATO.  He has 
also worked as a staff reporter with Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. For his reporting he 
won the Europe Prize of the Hanns Seidel Foundation, the German-American journalism 
prize of the German Foreign Ministry and numerous other prizes. He is an alumnus of the 
Konrad Adenauer foundation and of the Arthur F. Burns fellowship, an exchange 
program for young German and American reporters that brought him to California in 
1993, where he worked for the Los Angeles Times. He studied History and Political 
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Sciences in Bochum, Lyon, and Montreal and earned an M.A. and a Ph.D. from Bochum 
University. He has two forthcoming books Auf dem Weg in die Neue Welt. Die 
Atlantiküberuqerung im Zeitalter der Massenauswanderung, and Gesichter Amerikas. 
Reportagen aus dem Land der unbegrenzten Widersprüche. 
 
 
Catherine Guicherd is a Visiting Fellow at the International Peace Academy. She joined 
IPA in September 2005, on secondment from the French Ministry of Defense. Prior to 
this, Dr. Guicherd worked as an exchange staff at the UK Ministry of Defense, covering 
issues related to the development of the European Security and Defense Policy and UN 
peacekeeping. In the past she has also worked at NATO Parliamentary Assembly in 
Brussels, and as Second Deputy to the Secretary General of NATO.  She spent part of 
2001 and 2002 on a sabbatical year in Berlin, working successively on the EU’s policy 
towards its eastern neighbors at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik and on terrorism at 
the German Ministry of Interior. Dr. Guicherd received her Ph.D. in political science 
from the Graduate Institute of International Studies in Geneva. She is the author of a 
book on the Catholic Church and nuclear deterrence, and of several articles on arms 
control, French security policy, the EU’s Foreign and Security Policy, and humanitarian 
intervention. 
 
Daniel Hamilton is the Richard von Weizsaecker Professor and Director of the Center 
for Transatlantic Relations at the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS), Johns Hopkins University. He also serves as Executive Director of the American 
Consortium for EU Studies (ACES), a five-university partnership designated by the 
European Commission as the EU Center of Excellence Washington DC. He is principal 
advisor to the Congressional Caucus on the EU and leads the international policy work of 
the newly designated Homeland Security National Center of Excellence led by Johns 
Hopkins. He has served as U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs; 
U.S. Special Coordinator for Southeast European Stabilization; and Associate Director of 
the Policy Planning Staff. He was Senior Associate at the Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace and Deputy Director of the Aspen Institute Berlin. He is a member of 
various foundation boards and international affairs institutions, and author or editor of 
many works, including Transatlantic Homeland Security; Deep Integration: How 
Transatlantic Markets are Leading Globalization; and Transatlantic Transformations: 
Equipping NATO for the 21st Century.  He has a Ph.D. in American Foreign Policy from 
Johns Hopkins SAIS. 
 
Jon Haveman is a Research Fellow and Program Director of Economy at the Policy 
Institute of California.  His expertise includes International Trade Policy, International 
Economic Development, and International Trade Infrastructure.  Dr. Haveman has served 
as an Economist for the Bureau of Economics in the Federal Trade Commission, 
Assistant Professor of Economics at Purdue University, and as an Economist for the 
President’s Council of Economic Advisors.  He holds an M.S. and Ph.D. degree in 
Economics from the University of Michigan. 
 
Dennis R. Hoover is Vice President for Research and Publications at the Institute for 
Global Engagement. He serves as executive director of the Council on Faith & 
International Affairs (CFIA), and is editor of CFIA's journal, The Review of Faith & 
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International Affairs. Prior to that, he worked at the Leonard E. Greenberg Center for the 
Study of Religion in Public Life at Trinity College in Hartford, CT, where he was a 
resident fellow and associate editor of the Center's journalism review magazine, Religion 
in the News. He has written for diverse popular journals and is the author of Religion and 
Security: “The New Nexus in International Relations,” and “Christian Conservatives Go 
to Court: Religion and Legal Mobilization in the United States and Canada.” He earned 
his M.Phil and doctorate in politics at the University of Oxford, studying the political 
institutions of advanced industrial societies, American politics, contemporary political 
theory, and modern theories of law and state. 
 
Jim Humrichouse is President of Pinnacle Technical Resources, Inc., an IT services and 
solutions firm specializing in consulting, software development, and vendor management 
for Fortune 500 clientele. Prior to joining Pinnacle, Mr. Humrichouse was a member of 
McKinsey & Company’s Dallas office, where he focused on corporate finance and 
strategy with an emphasis on the energy sector.  He also spent time as an investment 
banker with Kidder Peabody and Barclays Bank, focusing on cross-border mergers and 
acquisitions, bankruptcies and financial restructurings.  Mr. Humrichouse received his 
MBA from the Harvard Business School and a BBA in Finance from The University of 
Texas at Austin’s Honors Business Program. 
 
Chantal de Jonge Oudraat is Senior Fellow at the Center for Transatlantic Relations, 
Paul H. Nitze School of International Studies, Johns Hopkins University. She is also an 
Adjunct Professor at the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service, Georgetown 
University and Vice-President of Women in International Security (WIIS). She was a 
Robert Bosch Foundation Research Scholar at the American Institute for Contemporary 
German Studies (AICGS) in 2002 and has served in research positions at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace in Washington D. C (1998-2002); the Belfer Centre 
for Science and International Affairs, Harvard University (1994-1998); and the United 
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR) (1981-1994). Her research 
focuses on international organizations, arms control, peacekeeping, use of force, 
economic sanctions and U.S.-European relations. She is the co-editor of Managing 
Global Issues: Lessons Learned (2001) and the author of many book chapters and 
articles. She received her Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Paris II 
(Panthéon) and is a Dutch national. 
 
Riina Kionka is the Head of Unit in the European Union’s Directorate responsible for 
Transatlantic Relations in Brussels. Most recently, she was Ambassador of Estonia to 
Germany. Before taking over in Berlin, Dr. Kionka served as the Political Director of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Estonia, after she had established and directed the policy 
planning staff of the MFA. She has also worked as an analyst at the Radio Free Europe / 
Radio Liberty Research Institute and has taught at Queens College (CUNY) and 
Michigan State University. She has contributed commentary and analysis to numerous 
publications including The International Herald Tribune, the Wall Street Journal Europe, 
the New York Times, the Los Angeles Times, and the Economist Intelligence Unit, and is 
the author of many book chapters. She holds an M.A. and a Certificate of Completion 
from Columbia’s Harriman Institute for Advanced Study of the Soviet Union. 
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Lousewies van der Laan is a member of the Dutch Parliament and serves as the deputy 
parliamentary Leader of D66 and its spokeswoman on justice, police, terrorism, foreign 
affairs, Europe and development cooperation.  In 2005 she founded and presided over the 
Foundation for a Better Europe, which ran the YES campaign in the referendum in the 
Netherlands on the European Constitution.  In June 1999 Lousewies van der Laan was 
elected to the European Parliament, as leader of the Dutch social-liberal party, Democrats 
66 (D66), where she also served as Vice-President of the European Liberal Democrat and 
Radical party.  Prior to that, she worked at the European Commission, as a member of the 
cabinet of Foreign Affairs Commissioner Hans van den Broek, where, two years later, 
she became Commissioner van den Broek’s spokeswoman.  Ms. Van der Laan holds a 
Masters of Law degree from the University of Leiden, and a post-graduate degree in 
International Economic Relations from the Johns Hopkins University-SAIS in Bologna 
(Italy) and is the author of many articles.   
 
Katrien Maes is the Program Coordinator at the Center for Transatlantic Relations. She 
joined the Center in January 2002. Prior to this position, she worked at Discovery 
Networks International (Discovery Channel). From 1997-1999, she taught high school 
students with the CLOSE UP Foundation based in Washington, DC. Ms. Maes studied 
law in Belgium at the University of Ghent and the Catholic University of Leuven in the 
early 1990s. She has a BA from James Madison College at Michigan State University 
where she majored in International Relations with a specialization in Latin America and 
the Caribbean. 
 
Jean-Luc Marret is a Research Fellow at the Fondation pour la Recherche Stratégique, 
Paris, and Associate Professor at the Special Military School of Saint-Cyr focusing on US 
foreign policy (actors, methods, decision making process), "war" against terrorism and 
radical Islamism.  He is also a lecturer at University Paris XIII and at the University 
Marne-la-Vallee.  Dr. Marret holds a PhD in Political Science from Paris II University, 
and a DEA in Political Science and International Security, Grenoble II-Lyon III 
Universities, 1991. He is a well-published security researcher and academic in the areas 
of international security, and political violence, Terrorism, Anti-terrorism, RNBC, 
Radical Muslims and Jihadist Networks, Conflict Resolution, NGOs, Civil wars, etc. 
Recently he edited Les fabriques du Jihad, published by Presses universitaires de France.  
 
Christoph von Marschall is the US correspondent and Washington Bureau Chief for 
Der Tagesspiegel (Berlin). Prior to his Washington posting he was Chief Editor of the 
“Opinion” page and until march 2005 Vice chairman of the Berlin Press Club. Dr. von 
Marschall was the winner of the German-American Commentary Award in 2002. He 
started his journalist career in 1989 at the Sueddeutsche Zeitung and was their 
correspondent in Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria. He holds a Phd in Eastern European 
history from the Albert Ludwigs University in Freiburg. 
 
David Masci is a senior research fellow at the Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, 
where he is the in-house expert on church-state issues. In this capacity, Mr. Masci 
conducts research and writing, and gives public presentations and media interviews on 
various religion and law topics. Before joining the Forum, Mr. Masci worked for 14 years 
as a journalist for Congressional Quarterly, writing for many of the company’s 
publications, including The Daily Monitor, CQ Weekly and, most recently, The CQ 
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Researcher. His work has been published in The Washington Post, The Boston Globe, the 
Los Angeles Times and a host of other national and regional newspapers. Mr. Masci 
earned a B.A. in Medieval History, magna cum laude, from Syracuse University, and a 
J.D. from The George Washington University Law School. 
 
Jedediah Purdy is Assistant Professor of law at Duke Law School.  He teaches in the 
areas of property, constitutional law, and environmental law. His other areas of teaching 
and research interest include comparative law, intellectual property, international law, 
and intellectual history/political theory and law. Before joining the Duke faculty, Mr. 
Purdy clerked for the Honorable Pierre N. Leval, United States Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit, in New York City, and was a fellow at the Berkman Center for Internet 
and Society at Harvard Law School and the New America Foundation in Washington, 
D.C.  He is the author of many essays and articles published in The Atlantic Monthly, The 
New York Times Op-Ed Page and Book Review, The American Prospect, and Die Zeit.  
Some of his forthcoming publications include A Freedom-Promoting Approach to 
Property; The American Transformation of Waste Doctrine; The Ethics of Empire, 
Again; and The Limits of Courage and Principle. He received his J.D. degree from Yale 
Law School. 
 
Romesh Ratnesar is the World editor for TIME. Since joining TIME in 1997 he has 
written more than 20 cover stories for the U.S. and international editions. With Michael 
Weisskopf, Ratnesar won the 2004 National Headliner Award for Magazine Reporting 
for TIME’s 2003 Person of the Year story on the American soldier. Ratnesar and 
Weisskopf also won the New York Press Club’s awards for feature writing in 2004 and 
spot news reporting in 2003. Ratnesar spent two years in London as a writer for TIME’s 
European magazine and has reported from Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Israel, India, Paris, 
Brussels, Bilbao, Prague, the Hague and the Persian Gulf. Prior to joining TIME, 
Ratnesar was a reporter-researcher at the New Republic, for which he continues to write 
occasionally. He has also written for Slate, Legal Affairs, Lingua Franca, the Washington 
Monthly, Mother Jones and The Washington Post. Mr. Ratnesar received a B.A. and 
M.A. in history from Stanford University. He is a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations.  
 
Gregory Rodriguez is an Irvine Senior Fellow at the New America Foundation.  He has 
written widely on issues of race, immigration, ethnicity, politics and America's changing 
demographics in such leading publications as The New York Times, The Wall Street 
Journal, The Economist, The Washington Post, and the Los Angeles Times, where he is a 
contributing editor. The Economist has praised him for "decisively changing the 
understanding of the Latino experience in the United States," and Esquire Magazine 
recently listed him among the "Best and Brightest" Americans under 40 who will 
revolutionize the way we think. His essay "Mongrel America," which first appeared in 
The Atlantic Monthly, was included in "The Best American Political Writing of 2003."  
The author of two groundbreaking studies, The Emerging Latino Middle Class (1996) 
and From Newcomers to New Americans: The Successful Integration of Immigrants into 
American Society (1999), Mr. Rodriguez is currently at work on a major book on how 
contemporary Mexican immigration will change the way Americans view race.  
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Jessica Rothenberg-Aalami is a research scholar with the Berkeley Roundtable on the 
International Economy where she coordinates the efforts of the Innovation Alliance 
between Silicon Valley, Denmark and Finland. Her research focuses on global production 
and innovation networks, outsourcing/offshoring, and regional development. She also 
runs the Informal Economy Network working group of the Center for Responsible 
Business, Haas School of Business at UC Berkeley, directing efforts on information 
communication technologies for emerging economies (ICT4B+), social economic impact 
assessments, gender and development and global corporate citizenship. She also consults 
major IT companies on their global business activities and their strategy. She is currently 
working on a book and writes articles on a variety of topics. She holds a PhD in 
Economic Geography, an MA in International Studies and a Master's Certificate in 
Business Administration and Management. 
 
Vance Serchuk is a research fellow at the American Enterprise Institute.  He studies 
international organizations (including the UN and World Bank), and the overlap between 
strategic studies (U.S. defense policy, the American military, the global war on terrorism) 
and economic development policy, particularly post-conflict reconstruction in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Prior to working at the AEI, Mr. Serchuk was a consultant at the 
Project for the New American Century and a Fulbright Scholar.  He earned an A.B. in 
History from Princeton University. 
 
Nabil Taouati works in the Internal Market division of the Department of European 
Integration in the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is a member of the Governing 
Council of the Socialist Party’s (PvdA) Amsterdam section.  Dr. Taouati is also the 
founder of Lux Voor, a political movement created in 2005 by a group of professionals.  
Lux Voor is anchored in a progressive liberal political tradition but aimed at cutting 
across existing political divisions.  Dr. Taouati holds a degree in Business Administration 
from the Erasmus University in Rotterdam, the Netherlands and has also studied at the 
University of Leiden and at the Institute for International Relations, Clingendael.  In 
1999, he received the Civilitate prize of the Erasmus University awarded in recognition 
of his work at the Community level. 
 
Michael Tomasky is Executive Director of The American Prospect. He was previously a 
senior political columnist and contributing editor at New York magazine. He has also 
worked as an editor and writer at The Village Voice and The New York Observer. He is 
author of two books, Left for Dead: The Life, Death, and the Possible Resurrection of 
Progressive Politics in America (1995), and Hillary’s Turn, an account of the New York 
Senate race of 2000 (2001). He has also published in The New York Review of Books, 
Harper’s, The New York Times Book Review and The Washington Post, and was recently 
a Shorenstein Fellow at Harvard. He is the author of a weekly Web column and feature 
articles in The Prospect. 
 
Nina Vaca is the founder, CEO, and Chair of Pinnacle, an information technology 
services provider to the Fortune 500. Today, Pinnacle is a national provider of flexible 
staffing and solutions in the telecommunications, financial services, health care, and other 
industries. In both 2003 and 2004, Ms. Vaca was honored as the National Hispanic 
Business Woman of the Year by the USHCC; and was additionally recognized as one of 
14 outstanding woman entrepreneurs nationwide by the Women’s Business Enterprise 
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National Council. Ms. Vaca was also selected to represent the United States abroad as a 
German Marshall Memorial Fellow, a program designed to introduce the next generation 
of Western European and U.S. leaders to one another and to reinforce the transatlantic 
relationship. In 2004, Ms. Vaca was nominated for Ernst & Young’s prestigious 
Entrepreneur-of-the-Year award. Ms. Vaca graduated from Texas State University with a 
B.A. in Speech Communications and Business Administration. She has also completed 
advanced management programs at Northwestern University’s J.L. Kellogg School of 
Management and The University of Texas’ McCombs School of Business. 
 
Shailesh Vara is the MP for North West Cambridgeshire, elected to the House of 
Commons at the General Election in May 2005.  He has been involved with the 
Conservative Party since the late 1980's and has held various posts at local, regional and 
national levels. Between 2001 and the Election in 2005, Mr. Vara was a Vice Chairman 
of the Conservative Party with a broad range of responsibilities which included advising 
Michael Howard, deputizing for the Party Chairman, a Party spokesman with the media, 
and looking after Conservative Future.  Since 1998, he has been a Vice President of the 
Small Business Bureau.  Mr. Vara was educated at Aylesbury Grammar School and 
Brunel University. After qualifying as a solicitor, he worked in the City and the West End 
of London and worked in Hong Kong for the period 1989-90. 
 
Caspar Veldkamp is the counselor for political affairs at the Royal Netherlands 
Embassy in Washington, DC, since July 2002. He has served as the private secretary to 
the State Secretary for European Affairs of the Netherlands from 1998 to July 2002. Prior 
to that, he worked on various topics at the Netherlands ministry of foreign affairs in The 
Hague and was posted to his country’s embassy in Warsaw, Poland, from 1995 to 1997. 
Mr. Veldkamp has also worked on European affairs at the ministry of foreign affairs in 
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