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For decades a number of European nations have based their defense on their independent 
capacity to mobilize their society and protect their homeland against external threat.  This 
volume examines how these countries have developed and transformed concepts such as 
“total defense” and “societal security” to today’s security challenges, and explores 
lessons they may hold for U.S. homeland security and transatlantic cooperation.  An 
introductory essay explores evolving notions of “total defense” and “societal security” in 
Europe.  This is followed by five country case studies of total defense and societal 
security systems in Sweden, Finland, Norway, Switzerland and Austria.  The volume 
concludes with a critique and recommendations for the United States and transaltnatic 
cooperation.  It features contributions by: Jesper Grönvall, Stein Hendriksen, Thomas 
Pankratz, Axel Hagelstam, Jan-Philipp Kessler, Anu Sallinen, Daniel Hamilton, Jan 
Metzer and Bengt Sundelius.   
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