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After Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast of the United States on the morning of August
29, 2005, offers of help from other countries poured in to the US Government. Not used
to being a recipient of foreign aid, the federal government replied slowly and with mixed
signals. This monograph tells the story of these foreign contributions and the U.S.
response.

Lessons from this experience suggest that plans for a vetting mechanism should be
drawn up now so that it is widely understood before the next large-scale crisis hits. In
addition, the international community should adopt a uniform list of goods for stockpiling
and use in a crisis, and should meet to reach agreement on the best ways to respond to
crises. Effective crisis response is an important part of international security.

Anne C. Richard is non-resident Fellow of the Center for Transatlantic
Relations and Vice-President for Government Relations and Advocacy for
the International Rescue Committee in Washington, D.C. She is an expert on
how the United States and other donors mobilize resources in response to
crises.

The Center for Transatlantic Relations
engages international scholars, students,
government officials, parliamentarians,
journalists, business executives and other
opinion leaders on contemporary chal-
lenges facing Europe and North America.
The goal of the Center is to strengthen
and reorient transatlantic relations to the
dynamics of a globalizing world. It is an
integral part of the Paul H. Nitze School of
Advanced International Studies (SAIS),
one of America’s leading graduate schools
devoted to the study of international rela-
tions. Center activities include seminars,

policy study groups and research projects,
media programs and web-based educa-
tional and policy efforts. The Center also
serves as the coordinator for the American
Consortium on European Union Studies
(ACES), which is a partnership among five
national-capital area universities –
American, George Mason, George
Washington, Georgetown and Johns
Hopkins – to improve understanding of the
European Union and U.S.-EU relations.
The Consortium has been recognized by
the European Commission as the EU
Center of Excellence Washington, D.C.

ROLE REVERSAL: 
OFFERS OF HELP

FROM OTHER

COUNTRIES

IN RESPONSE TO

HURRICANE KATRINA

ROLE REVERSAL: 
OFFERS OF HELP

FROM OTHER

COUNTRIES

IN RESPONSE TO

HURRICANE KATRINA

C
T
R


